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England ERDF and ESF Programme 2014-20:  
Questions & Answers for London applicants  
(Updated 15 May 2015) 
 
The Government has launched Calls for Proposals across England for the European Social 
Fund (ESF) and European Regional Development Fund (ERDF).  This includes in London.  
 
The 2014-20 ESF and ERDF programmes are single, England-wide programmes.  There are 
no London-specific rules and guidance for applicants.  All guidance and rules can be found 
via the Government’s website www.gov.uk/european-growth-funding  
 
The GLA has produced this Q&A which seeks to answer common questions that arise across 
ESF and ERDF.    
 
For any questions relating to the March 2015 Calls for Proposals, please email questions to 
ESIFcalls@london.gov.uk.   Questions submitted will be answered via a Frequently Asked 
Questions update, available at www.lep.london//european-structural-investment-funds. 
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Applying for funding  
 

1. What funding is available? 
 

Only certain types of activities can be funded by ESF and ERDF. Details about the funding 
available can be found in the ‘Calls for Proposals’ documents at www.gov.uk/european-
growth-funding  

 
In London, four Calls have been launched: one for ESF (now closed) and three for ERDF. 

 
The high-level basis for deciding which activities can be supported are set out in the ESF 
and ERDF Operational programmes:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/draft-european-regional-development-
fund-operational-programme-2014-to-2020 
 

http://www.gov.uk/european-growth-funding
mailto:ESIFcalls@london.gov.uk
http://www.lep.london/european-structural-investment-funds
http://www.gov.uk/european-growth-funding
http://www.gov.uk/european-growth-funding
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/draft-european-regional-development-fund-operational-programme-2014-to-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/draft-european-regional-development-fund-operational-programme-2014-to-2020
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2. Am I eligible to apply for ESF and ERDF funding? 
 

Please refer to the National Eligibility Rules, available at:  
www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-structural-and-investment-funds-
assessment-documents 

 
ESF and ERDF is not awarded to individuals.   

 

3. How do I apply for funding? 
 

ERDF: 
 

There are two stages to the ERDF application process: Outline Application and, if 
successful, Full Application. 

 
Applicants complete an online Outline Application form which must be submitted via the 
LOGASnet system https://logasnet.communities.gov.uk/logasnet 

 
Guidance on completing the Outline Application is available at www.gov.uk/european-
growth-funding 

 

Important: Applicants will require a User ID and password in order to access the 
LOGASnet system. Details on how to register on the system can be found on the 
GOV.UK website call pages at www.gov.uk/european-growth-funding.  The 
Government advises that applicants should allow up to 10 days to receive login 
details. 

 

Update: 15 May 2015:  We are aware that some users have been having 

problems with the DCLG’s LOGASnet IT system.  We have repeatedly raised these 
concerns with Government and pushed for a contingency solution. 
 
Government has confirmed that applications can be submitted in Word format for 
all three of the current ERDF Calls i.e. Priority Axis 4 (deadline 20th May 2015), 
Priority Axis 1 (deadline 27th May 2015) and Priority Axis 3 (deadline 29th May 2015), 
as a temporary measure. 
 
A Word version of the Outline Application form is available at: 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-structural-and-investment-funds-
project-requirements-and-publicity-materials.  
 
Once completed, the application (and any relevant attachments) must be submitted 
to ESIFcalls@london.gov.uk by the deadline specified in the Call document. 
Applications submitted after this deadline cannot be accepted. 
 
Government advises that applicants will still be expected to submit an application 
using LOGASnet and should do so as soon as they can access the IT system. 
 
Please note there is no appeals process available.  

 

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-structural-and-investment-funds-assessment-documents
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-structural-and-investment-funds-assessment-documents
https://logasnet.communities.gov.uk/logasnet
http://www.gov.uk/european-growth-funding
http://www.gov.uk/european-growth-funding
http://www.gov.uk/european-growth-funding
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-structural-and-investment-funds-project-requirements-and-publicity-materials
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-structural-and-investment-funds-project-requirements-and-publicity-materials
mailto:ESIFcalls@london.gov.uk
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ESF: 
 

The ESF direct call closed on 24th April 2015.   
 
Guidance and forms for provision procured by the ESF Opt-in organisations (DWP, SFA 
and Big Lottery Fund) will be found on the websites of the relevant organisations. For 
some youth provision and the majority of adult activity procured under the Skills 
Funding Agency organisations must be registered on the register of training 
organisations. 

 

4. How much ERDF or ESF can an organisation apply for? 
 
ERDF:  

 
For the Calls for Proposals launched in March 2015 there is a £500,000 minimum ERDF 
threshold; this is in line with the Governments recommendation.  This means that the 
minimum value of a project will be £1million, as the applicant organisation must provide 
an equivalent amount in match-funding.  Information on match funding can be found in 
the National Eligibility Rules. 

 
ESF: 

 
The ESF direct call closed on 24th April 2015.   
 

5. Should outputs and results be delivered in return for receiving ESF and 
ERDF? 

 

Yes.  A key requirement of any organisation receiving ESF and ERDF is the delivery of 
targets.  The Government and GLA will be paying close attention to the achievement of 
outputs.  

 

6. What are the output indicators for the new ERDF programme? 
 

The outputs are listed in the Call for Proposals documents. 
 

7. What are the output indicators for the new ESF programme? 
 
All projects funded through ESF in London are required to support participants for a 
minimum of 26 out of 321 weeks once they have entered employment, education or 
training.  

 

8. How can I work out my output targets as the Call for Proposals documents 
don’t provide any numbers or benchmarks?  

 

The Government has not yet agreed local-targets across England, including in London.  
However, the national-level targets are included in the draft ESF and ERDF Operational 
Programmes.  

 

                                                           
1 This need not necessarily be in the same job or the same education/training course. 

https://www.gov.uk/skills-funding-register-for-opportunities-to-tender
https://www.gov.uk/skills-funding-register-for-opportunities-to-tender
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Applicants should forecast likely outputs based on the level of ESF or ERDF they are 
seeking, and taking into account discretionary factors. Applicants will need to 
demonstrate value for money. 

 
Applicants must be realistic with their target levels; don’t over or under-pitch the 
numbers in the Outline Application form.    

 
9. Can a single Outline Application cover more than one Priority Axis? 

 
No.  A separate application must be completed for each Priority Axis. 

 

10. Can a single Outline Application cover more than one Investment Priority? 
 

Yes, this is allowable. But applicants should ensure their proposals remain focussed.  
 

11. Can a single Outline Application cover both ESF and ERDF?  
 

No. Separate application forms are required for ESF and ERDF.  
 

12. If my application is successful in being awarded ERDF when should I plan 
to start activity?  

 
Funding Agreements are unlikely to be issued for successful projects until late autumn 
2015 at the earliest.  On average, it takes about nine months from launching a Call to 
issuing a Funding Agreement.  

 
If an application reaches the Full Application stage, the GLA will discuss the timings for 
project start dates with applicants.   

 

13. Will I be able to apply for funding ‘retrospectively’? 
 

The earliest date from which activity can start is the date an Outline Application is 
approved by the GLA.  So the applicant could eventually claim ERDF and ESF from that 
point, before a Funding Agreement is signed; at the applicant’s own risk. 

 

14. What is the deadline for submitting my application form?  
 

The Calls for Proposals documents for London specify the dates. Applications submitted 
after these dates will be rejected. There is no appeals process.    

 

15. What happens to my application once I’ve submitted it? 
 

The GLA will assess the Outline Application against the national Selection Criteria. The 
advice of the London ESIF Committee will be sought. 

 
The GLA discharges many of the functions of the Managing Authorities (DCLG and DWP). 
Information will be shared with the GLA for the purpose of carrying out the functions. 
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16. I’m based in London, but wish to apply for ESF or ERDF elsewhere in 
England. Is this possible? 

 
Yes. The 2014-20 ESF and ERDF programme is a single, England-wide programme.  
Details about Calls for Proposals throughout England can be found at 
www.gov.uk/european-growth-funding 

 

17. I’m not based in London, but wish to apply for ESF or ERDF in London. Is 
this possible? 

 
Yes. The 2014-20 ESF and ERDF programme is a single, England-wide programme. 
However, activity delivered in London is expected to benefit London.  

 

18. I’m unclear under which ESF or ERDF Priority Axis and/or Investment 
Priority should I apply?  

 
It is the applicant’s decision under which Priority Axis and/or Investment Priority it 
submits an Outline Application.  

 

19. The Priority Axes and Investment Priorities don’t align with the London 
ESIF Strategy 

 
No, they don’t. The ESIF Strategy (which sets out how the London Enterprise Panel 
wishes to use ERDF and ESF) was drafted prior to the publication of the English ESF and 
ERDF Operational Programme documents – which themselves remain in draft.  

 
Applicants must submit applications against the ESF and ERDF Operational Programmes. 
The London ESIF Strategy provides context for the types of activities sought for London, 
which applicants should reflect in their Outline Applications.  

 

20. Where can I find the London European Structural and Investment Funds 
(ESIF) strategy? 

 
The ESIF strategy can be found here.  Applicants should ensure they reflect relevant 
aspects of the strategy in the Outline Application forms.   

 

21. How much ESF and ERDF money does the London programme have?  
 

The Government has notionally allocated €791 million to the London Enterprise Panel 
(LEP) across 2014-20.  The allocation will vary as the Euro:Sterling exchange rate 
fluctuates.  Most of the funding (about 75%) will support ESF activity; about 25% will be 
allocated to ERDF.  

 

22. I have received funding under the 2007-13 programme; can I obtain 
funding under the new programme? 

 
There are no transition arrangements between the 2007-13 and 2014-20 programmes. 
They are separate programmes.  

http://www.gov.uk/european-growth-funding
https://lep.london/publication/european-funding-strategy-2014-20
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For ERDF, all applicants will need to follow the same England-wide application 
procedures. For ESF programmes delivered through Opt-in organisations, applications 
will go through the organisation’s own procurement procedures. 

 
 

IT system 
 

23. If a User ID for the LOGASnet IT system is not supplied by Government 
before the Call deadline, will I still be able to submit my application?  

 
No.  Applicants must ensure they request a User ID at least 10 days before the Call 
deadline. 

 

Important: Applicants will require a User ID and password in order to access the 
LOGASnet system. Details on how to register on the system can be found on the 
GOV.UK website call pages at www.gov.uk/european-growth-funding.  The 
Government advises that applicants should allow up to 10 days to receive login 
details. 

 

24. I’m struggling with the LOGASnet IT system  
 

Please contact the Government’s LOGASnet Helpdesk: Phone 0303 444 2 444 (9.00a.m. 
to 5.00p.m. Monday to Friday) or email logasnet.helpdesk@communities.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
As the Government controls LOGASnet, the GLA is unable to provide technical support. 

 
LOGASnet is the Government’s interim, contingency solution while work progresses 
establishing a new IT system (‘E-CLAIMS’) which we understand will be available in later 
in 2015.   

 
Applicants should note that some information for Full Applications is likely to need to be 
submitted outside of the LOGASnet IT system.  

 

Update: 15 May 2015:  We are aware that some users have been having 

problems with the DCLG’s LOGASnet IT system.  We have repeatedly raised these 
concerns with Government and pushed for a contingency solution. 
 
Government has confirmed that applications can be submitted in Word format 
for all three of the current ERDF Calls i.e. Priority Axis 4 (deadline 20th May 2015), 
Priority Axis 1 (deadline 27th May 2015) and Priority Axis 3 (deadline 29th May 
2015), as a temporary measure. 
 
A Word version of the Outline Application form is available at: 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-structural-and-investment-
funds-project-requirements-and-publicity-materials.  
 
Once completed, the application (and any relevant attachments) must be 

http://www.gov.uk/european-growth-funding
mailto:logasnet.helpdesk@communities.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-structural-and-investment-funds-project-requirements-and-publicity-materials
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-structural-and-investment-funds-project-requirements-and-publicity-materials
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submitted to ESIFcalls@london.gov.uk by the deadline specified in the Call 
document. Applications submitted after this deadline cannot be accepted. 
 
Government advises that applicants will still be expected to submit an application 
using LOGASnet and should do so as soon as they can access the IT system. 
 
Please note there is no appeals process available.  

 

 
Governance 
 

25. Briefly, who’s who? 
 

The Government is responsible for the delivery of the ESF and ERDF programmes in 
England. It has delegated responsibilities to the GLA for the London management of the 
national programme. The GLA’s European Programmes Management Unit (EPMU) will 
undertake this role as an ‘Intermediate Body’.  

 
The Government tasked Local Enterprise Partnerships with setting up committees for 
overseeing the ESIF programme in Local Enterprise Partnership areas.  In London, it is 
called the London ESIF Committee (LEC).  

 
The LEC is an advisory body which will advise on the implementation of the programmes 
in London. The LEC reports to the national Growth Programme Board (which oversees all 
the England programmes; it is chaired by the Government.    

 
Governance structures are not set in stone until the European Commission approves the 
ESF and ERDF Operational Programmes. As such the shadow LEC held its inaugural 
meeting in January 2015.   

 

26. What is the role of the GLA? 
 

The GLA will be an ‘Intermediate Body’. This means it will undertake some of the tasks 
that the Government will be performing across the rest of England. This includes 
selecting projects, awarding Funding Agreements/contracts, paying claims and 
monitoring performance. 

 

27. Is the role of the GLA’s European Programmes Management Unit the 
same as the 2007-13 ESF and ERDF programmes?  

 
In many ways, yes.  However, as the 2014-20 programme are single, England-wide 
programmes, EPMU will follow Government’s rules. EPMU cannot interpret the national 
rules.  Where the Government’s rules do not give definitive answers, and applicants seek 
clarity from EPMU, the onus will be on applicants to make judgements.   

 

28. What is the role of LEPs for ESF and ERDF? 
 

mailto:ESIFcalls@london.gov.uk


8 
 

Government states that Local Enterprise Partnerships (including the London Enterprise 
Panel, LEP) will provide strategic oversight of the ESIF strategy’s implementation and 
delivery.  

 
In London the LEP sub-group (the London ESIF Committee, LEC) will provide the GLA 
with advice on which applications receive funding.   The LEC will operate in shadow 
format until the Operational Programmes are approved.   The shadow LEC met for the 
first time on 22 January 2015.  LEC details and papers are available at 
http://www.london.gov.uk/moderngov/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=357 

 

29. Who will decide which projects in London receive funding? 
 

The decision ultimately sits with the Managing Authorities (DCLG for ERDF and DWP for 
ESF). In London this has been delegated to the GLA. 

 
The London ESIF Committee (LEC) will play an advisory role in helping the GLA decide 
which projects receive funding.  

 
For ESF programmes delivered by the Opt-in organisations, the selection process will 
follow the Opt-in organisations own published selection criteria, which must comply 
with open and competitive tendering rules. The Opt-in organisation, not the sub-group, 
will enter into contract with successful applicants.  

 

30. Will there be an appeals process if an application is unsuccessful? 
 

There is no appeals process at the Outline or Full Application stage.  If an applicant is 
unsuccessful then, providing a similar call for proposals is launched in the future, it is 
conceivable that an applicant can choose to re-apply.   

 
The GLA will be happy to give feedback on unsuccessful Outline Applications to those 
applicants which request it. Applicants successful at the Outline stage will also receive 
feedback which must be taken on board for developing a Full Application. 

 

 

ERDF-specific questions 
 

31. Which organisations can apply for ERDF?  
 

Please refer to the National Eligibility Rules, available at:  
www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-structural-and-investment-funds-
assessment-documents  

 

32. Is there a minimum turnover limit for an organisation aiming to bid as a 
lead partner? 

 
An organisation may be asked to provide evidence to demonstrate it can repay the grant 
in the event of any claw back situation – which could include the whole of the grant.   

 

http://www.london.gov.uk/moderngov/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=357
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-structural-and-investment-funds-assessment-documents
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-structural-and-investment-funds-assessment-documents
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Financial Due Diligence checks will be undertaken on those non-public sector applicant 
organisations that are successful at the Outline Application stage.   

 

33. Can I extend my 2007-13 ERDF project to bridge the gap with my 2014-20 
project starting?  

 
No. In London we are not extending projects, because 2007-13 funding is already 100% 
committed.   
 
Also, there should be no assumption from applicants that 2007-13 activity will be 
repeated/extended/continued for 2014-20 as they are separate programmes. 

 

Match funding 
 

34. If I want to apply for funding, do I have to provide match funding? 
 

Yes.  It is a prerequisite for receiving ERDF and ESF (non Opt-in) that match funding is 
available and confirmed.  Applicants will need to secure eligible match funding. Usually 
half of a project’s funding comes from ERDF, the other 50% from other sources.  

 
ESF can contribute up to 50% of the total eligible project costs, subject to State Aid 
regulations. The remaining 50% must come from other eligible sources. A lower rate will 
only be considered in very exceptional circumstances, and only when it has been agreed 
in advance by the GLA European Programmes Management Unit. 

 
Evidence of match funding by the applicant (and any Delivery Partners) must be 
submitted with the Full Application. 

 

35. Can match funding be in-kind or cash money only? 
 

Please refer to the National Eligibility Rules at  
www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-structural-and-investment-funds-
assessment-documents 

 

36. Can projects be match-funded with fees from the businesses its supports? 
 

Please refer to the National Eligibility Rules at  
www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-structural-and-investment-funds-
assessment-documents 

 

37. Is there a formula to work out the admin resource requirement for an 
ERDF project?  Is it based on project volume or types of outcomes?   

 
No, as this depends on the complexity of the project, the outputs, the resources of the 
lead applicant and delivery partners.   

 
But based on the existing experience of projects we strongly recommend there is a 
dedicated 100% project manager and dedicated 100% admin resource as a minimum.  

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-structural-and-investment-funds-assessment-documents
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-structural-and-investment-funds-assessment-documents
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-structural-and-investment-funds-assessment-documents
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-structural-and-investment-funds-assessment-documents
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38. For ERDF, are there any excluded sectors e.g. retail? 
 

Please see the National Eligibility Rules, available at 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-structural-and-investment-funds-
assessment-documents 

 

39. Government’s rules don’t provide definitive answers. 
 

Where the rules do not give a definitive answer, applicants will need to make a 
judgement.  

 
As the 2014-20 programme is a single, England-wide programme, the GLA will be 
following Government’s rules; the GLA cannot interpret the national rules.   

 
If, for example, applicants are in doubt about the eligibility of a proposal, refer to the 
London ESIF Strategy.  This may shed light on the types of activity that can be funded.  
But remember: it is the activities in the Calls for Proposals (which mirror the ESF and 
ERDF Operational Programmes) which should be adhered to.    

 
If, for example, applicants are unclear about technical or process issues (for example, 
the eligibility of match funding, or eligibility of costs) please contact 
ESIFcalls@london.gov.uk. 

 

40. Does a capital project have to have planning permission in place prior to 
submitting a project proposal? 

 
Applicants will ideally have full planning permission and funding in place prior to 
submitting an application for ERDF.   Projects may still be considered if project applicants 
have recently applied for planning permission or have outline planning permission in 
place; it will depend on the nature and complexity of the scheme proposed.   

 
If it will be many months before permissions are likely to be in place, applicants may 
decide that ERDF is not an appropriate source of funding. Likewise the GLA may deem 
that funds shouldn’t be ring-fenced for a project that may not go ahead.  

 
ESF-specific questions 
 

41. Are there any plans for an ESF briefing session?  
 

Unlike ERDF, where applications are appraised at City Hall, ESF is primarily accessed via 
open and competitive processes run by Opt-in organisations that provide match funding 
(Skills Funding Agency, Department for Work and Pensions, Big Lottery Fund). We intend 
to host joint ‘market warming’ events with the Opt-ins as part of their procurement 
processes. In addition there will be briefing events run with Boroughs and voluntary 
sector organisations through ESF Technical Assistance projects.  In December2014, LVSC 
held an information and networking event based on the ESF 2014-20 London 

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-structural-and-investment-funds-assessment-documents
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-structural-and-investment-funds-assessment-documents
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programme, for Third Sector organisations. The event included presentations from 
EPMU, Big Lottery Fund, the SFA and NCVO. 

 

42. How can ESF providers prepare themselves for upcoming tendering 
rounds? 

 
ESF providers are encouraged to enlist onto the Skills Funding Agency’s (SFA) Register of 
Training Organisations.  Organisations that are eligible for funding from the SFA are 
listed on the Register. These organisations can be invited to compete in tenders by the 
SFA, but appearing on the register does not guarantee a contract. Any organisation 
wishing to provide education and training services on behalf of the SFA are required to 
apply to enter the register. 

 

43. What contracting geographies will be used for ESF?  
 

The LEP is committed to ensuring that contracts are let at the geographical level that 
allows the most effective delivery, as such, it is likely that most ESF contracts will be let 
covering grouping of boroughs.  

 
The proposed sub-regions/groups of boroughs for the purpose of ESF commissioning is 
as follows, there are 4 groupings in total: 

 Central – Camden, Islington, City of London, Southwark, Lewisham, Lambeth, 
Wandsworth, Kensington and Chelsea, Westminster 

 North and East – Enfield, Haringey, Waltham Forest, Redbridge, Barking and 
Dagenham, Havering, Greenwich, Newham, Tower Hamlets, Hackney 

 South – Richmond, Kingston, Merton, Sutton, Croydon, Bromley, Bexley 
 West – Hillingdon, Harrow, Barnet, Brent, Hammersmith and Fulham, Hounslow, 

Ealing 

 

44. What ESF programmes are being developed and what groups will be 
targeted? 

 
The ESF programme is currently being developed; progress to date has established that 
it will be split into 3 broad areas; provision for young people with a specific focus on 15-
24 year olds not in education, employment or training (NEET), adult employment 
provision and adult skills provision.  

 
The Young People’s programmes being developed are; Preventative NEET, NEET 
Outreach, Targeted NEET Interventions, Careers Guidance, Careers Clusters, Promoting 
Apprenticeships, Young BAME People, Gangs Prevention and Intermediate Labour 
Markets. 
 
The Adult Employment programmes being developed are; Employment Support for 
Parents, Employment Support for Families, Employment Support for People with Health 
Conditions and Disabilities, Employment Support for Older People, Employment Support 
for Carers, BAME Women, Low Pay & Progression Pilots for those cycling in and out of 
work, Heathrow Academy and Employment Support for those living in social housing. 
 

http://vcsassist.org.uk/2014/12/04/presentations-from-vcs-assist-forum-information-and-networking-event-for-esf-in-london-4-dec-2014/
http://vcsassist.org.uk/2014/12/04/presentations-from-vcs-assist-forum-information-and-networking-event-for-esf-in-london-4-dec-2014/
https://www.gov.uk/skills-funding-register-for-opportunities-to-tender.
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The Adult Skills programmes being developed are; Pre-employment and entry level 
skills, and in-work progression for low skilled unemployed people (sectoral approach), 
In-work progression for low skilled, low paid employed Londoners, Support for 
entrepreneurship, business start-up & self-employment. 
 
Full details of all programmes being developed can be found in the attachment below: 

 

2015 03 10 - Annex 
of proposed OIO provision for ESF Call.pdf

  
 
 

45. What is the Youth Employment Initiative 
 

In addition to the main ESF allocation, London has received an additional allocation for 
the EU-wide Youth Employment Initiative (YEI) targeted at areas that have a youth 
unemployment rate of 25% or above, Inner London is one such area. In the context of 
YEI Inner London is comprised of; City of London, Camden, Hackney, Hammersmith & 
Fulham, Haringey, Islington, Kensington & Chelsea, Lambeth, Lewisham, Newham, 
Southwark, Tower Hamlet, Wandsworth and Westminster. In London the entire ESF 
Youth allocation will be combined with YEI will in order to create a London-wide 
programme covering all boroughs. 

 

46. How long can an ESF project last for? 
 

The LEP will agree with the Opt-in organisations the length that it wishes the provision 
to be contracted for. As a standard, projects applying directly for ESF funding should 
look to run the project for around 3 years. Exceptions will be made where it is 
demonstrable that a longer duration would be beneficial to delivering the aims of the 
project. 

 
47. I am an ESF supply chain provider delivering services to unemployed 

under old scheme would we come to you concerning transition 
arrangements if any. 

 
There will be no ‘transition arrangements’; the 2007-13 and 2014-20 programmes are 
separate.  

 
 

Further help & advice 
 

48. I have an idea for a project, but I’m not sure if it’s eligible for funding?  
 

To apply for funding, you will need to ensure your idea fits with the Call for Proposals. 
Anecdotally, lots of good ideas are not eligible for ESF or ERDF because they don’t meet 
the call specification criteria.    
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Applicants are advised to a) study the call criteria; and b) work out what their 
organisation can deliver to support it.  Ideas shouldn’t be squeezed to fit ESF or ERDF; 
sometimes they just don’t fit, and other sources of funding may be more appropriate.      

 
The European Commission has devised an online checklist for identifying possible 
sources of EU funding. 

 
49. Can EPMU provide advice on completing the Outline Application form?  
 

No. In the first instance, applicants should refer to the Government’s Outline Application 
Form Guidance, available via https://www.gov.uk/european-structural-investment-
funds. 
 
As the 2014-20 programme is a single, England-wide programme, the GLA will be 
following Government’s rules; the GLA cannot interpret the national rules.  EPMU may 
be able to advise on some technical issues.  

 
EPMU cannot advise on the likely success, or not, of project proposals as the calls are 
competitive. 
 
A ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ page will be regularly updated, and available at 
https://lep.london/european-structural-investment-funds 
 

 

50. Where can I get help and support for accessing European funds? 
 

Access Europe provides support for London based organisations for over 20 different 
streams of European Funding including Structural Funds, Horizon 2020, and Erasmus.  

 

51. How can I get experience of ERDF or managing EU projects? 
 

One of the best ways to gain experience is by speaking to existing or previous recipients 
of ERDF funding. A list of organisations funded under the 2007-13 ERDF programme can 
be found here; you may like to approach one or more of them.  

 

52. Where can third sector organisations receive support? 
 

London Voluntary Service Council (LVSC) provides advice and runs workshops and 
briefing sessions for third sector organisations to help with performance management, 
partnership development and keeping up to date on funding opportunities.  

 
53. Where can I find out more information? 
 

From the Government’s website www.gov.uk/european-growth-funding 
 

Email enquiries to ESIFcalls@london.gov.uk. Responses will be posted on a Frequently 
Asked Questions list, available at www.lep.london.  

  
To keep up-to date, join the ESF and/or ERDF mailing lists; please sign up here. 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/thefunds/access/checklist.cfm
https://www.gov.uk/european-structural-investment-funds
https://www.gov.uk/european-structural-investment-funds
https://lep.london/european-structural-investment-funds
http://www.accesseurope.org.uk/
http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/business-economy/championing-london/london-and-european-structural-funds/european-regional-development-fund/erdf-projects
http://www.lvsc.org.uk/advice-support/vcs-assist.aspx
http://www.gov.uk/european-growth-funding
mailto:ESIFcalls@london.gov.uk
https://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/business-economy/championing-london/london-and-european-structural-funds/sign-up-for-esf-and-erdf-news
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