
                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                              
                                                                                            
 

SUSTAINABILITY CHARTER 
 
INTRODUCTION: Delivering environmental benefits, supporting green skills and the green economy  
The green economy (Low Carbon Environmental Goods and Services Sector) is worth around £27bn to London each year, and has grown 
approximately 5% year on year. It employs over 163,000 people across many areas including manufacturing, energy, waste management, building 
and open space design, research and financial services. In addition to helping London become a clean, green, resource efficient and resilient city, 
growing London’s green economy will bring multiple additional benefits: It will create the skills and services we need to deliver our housing and 
infrastructure in a sustainable way; it will enable London to compete for a greater share of the national and global demand for services in these 
sectors, and it will help us improve the quality of lives of Londoners.  
 
The FE Capital programme presents an excellent practical opportunity to link college estate and equipment improvements to deliver local 
environmental and financial benefits, and to develop green skills. The core skills essential to facilitate London’s transition to a green economy are 
mainly centered on the STEM subjects. Increasingly STEM subjects and digital technology will need to become more interconnected with the natural 
environment to unlock innovative ways to respond to key sustainability challenges including climate change, energy and natural resource security, 
biodiversity, air quality, water and waste.   
 
The Sustainability Charter below has been developed to help FE colleges provide detail on proposed sustainability measures for their projects and 
the associated costs and benefits when completing their detailed application. Clearly identified and well implemented sustainability measures can 
help colleges to demonstrate how their projects: 

 meet very high and excellent BREAAM requirements  

 can demonstrate value for money, including from CO2 reduction -  https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/carbon-valuation--2  

 support learners and curriculum areas  and address local current and future skills needs and challenges – there is a green skills shortage  

 support local employment (reduction of NEETs and delivering apprenticeships) 

 Support SMEs and business collaboration  

 Support learners with learning difficulties and disabilities (LLDD)  
 
The Charter sets out the main sustainability themes taken from the environment policies set out in the London Plan (LP) – the Mayor’s spatial 
development plan for London, and his Sustainable Design and Construction, Supplementary Planning Guidance.  Colleges and their project partners 
should focus on these themes and refer to the Supplementary Planning Guidance in developing their own sustainability plans and measures, linking 
to the curriculum where appropriate. Active student participation is also encouraged to bridge learning with application. The Charter includes some 
example sustainability measures and case studies for guidance. Contact details for the appropriate GLA Environment Team Officers are also 
included, who are available to provide a limited amount of high level advice on sustainability measures considered and implemented by colleges.  
 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/carbon-valuation--2
http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/planning/london-plan
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Sustainable%20Design%20%26%20Construction%20SPG.pdf


                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                              
                                                                                            
 

SUSTAINABILITY CHARTER  
 

Sustainability 
theme 

Examples/measures Benefits  Support available/case studies/examples Contact 

Energy 
efficiency  
London Plan 
(LP) policy ref. 
4.11, 5.1 – 5.8 
 
a)  estate 
refurbishment 

 
 

b) energy saving 
measures 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Improved performance, replacing old 
with new – e.g. boilers, lighting, 
heating 
 
SMART cities – using digital 
technology to 
monitor/reduce/manage energy 
demand 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Reduced energy bills  

CO2 savings  
 
 
Green STEM skills 
development   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

RE:Fit for schools http://refit.org.uk/refit-
schools/  
Tower Hamlets FE College case study: 
http://refit.org.uk/case-studies/tower-
hamlets-college/ 
  
SMART London Plan 
http://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/
smart_london_plan.pdf  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Re:Fit for Schools - Camilla Allwood 
Camilla.allwood@london.gov.uk  
 
 
 
 
Smart London - Daniel Barrett 
Daniel.barrett@london.gov.uk  
 
 

Supporting 
positive action 
 
LP policy ref. 
Response to 
Climate Change 
and London 
living spaces 
policies  

Active participation of students and 
staff in sustainability schemes – e.g. 
energy saving, water saving, tree 
planting/food growing, waste 
reduction and recycling schemes for 
colleges, integrated where relevant 
with the curriculum  
 
 

As above 
Increased awareness 
and understanding of 
positive 
environmental action. 
Competition, prizes 
and fun  

Student Switch Off scheme for colleges  
http://www.studentswitchoff.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/03/20150223-Student-
Switch-Off-colleges-overview.pdf 
 
Green Impact for Colleges http://www.green-
impact.org.uk/  
 
 

See adjacent case study links for contact 
details 
 
 
 

http://refit.org.uk/refit-schools/
http://refit.org.uk/refit-schools/
http://refit.org.uk/case-studies/tower-hamlets-college/
http://refit.org.uk/case-studies/tower-hamlets-college/
http://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/smart_london_plan.pdf
http://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/smart_london_plan.pdf
mailto:Camilla.allwood@london.gov.uk
mailto:Daniel.barrett@london.gov.uk
http://www.studentswitchoff.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/20150223-Student-Switch-Off-colleges-overview.pdf
http://www.studentswitchoff.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/20150223-Student-Switch-Off-colleges-overview.pdf
http://www.studentswitchoff.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/20150223-Student-Switch-Off-colleges-overview.pdf
http://www.green-impact.org.uk/
http://www.green-impact.org.uk/


                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                              
                                                                                            
 

Sustainability 
theme 

Examples/measures Benefits  Support available/case studies/examples Contact 

Green skills, 
learning and   
development 
 
 
LP policy ref. as 
above plus New 
and emerging 
sectors policies 
4.10 and 4.11  
 

Accredited courses and skills 
development supporting the low 
carbon goods and services sector  
 
 
Active student participation in 
implementing sustainability 
measures that improve college 
estate and equipment, integrated 
with college curriculum 
 
Encouraging innovation and  
entrepreneurial behaviour 

Green skills 
development, 
integrated learning 
and development 
 
Students gaining 
practical experience 
linked to 
qualifications 
 
Apprenticeships, 
platform for green 
start-ups, innovative 
low carbon techs and 
skills 
 

Colleges can produce their own case studies 
through their curriculum and projects. Also refer 
to case studies/examples in this Charter. 
 
Mayor’s Low Carbon Entrepreneur  
https://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/environ
ment/mayors-low-carbon-entrepreneur  

 
 
 
Mayor’s Low Carbon Entrepreneur - 
Katherine Eames 
Katherine.eames@london.gov.uk  
 

Flood risk and 
sustainable 
drainage  
LP policy ref 
5.11 – 5.13  
 
 
 
 
 
Over heating 
and cooling  
LP Policy ref. 5.9  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are a wide range of 
sustainable urban drainage (SUDS) 
techniques suited for all types of 
college estate improvements. 
These include rain gardens, 
permeable paving and play areas, 
swales, reed beds, attenuation 
ponds, green roofs, and green/living 
walls.   
 
Passive cooling measures including 
shading, orientation, ventilation, 
insulation ahead of active measures 
(e.g. air conditioning). 
 

Increased resilience to 
flood risk and other 
extreme weather, 
such as heatwaves.   
 
Potential for reduced 
energy and water 
costs and improved 
landscaping. 
 
Increasing the skills 
base and knowledge 
bank of suitable 
products and 
approaches 
 
 
 

Drain London – flood risk modelling 
http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/environm
ent/tackling-climate-change/drain-london  
 
 
SUDS for schools and colleges  
http://sudsforschools.wwt.org.uk/  
http://www.susdrain.org/files/resources/ciria_
guidance/wsud_ideas_book.pdf 
 
Green roofs, living walls 
http://thelandscape.org/landscape-roofs/ 
 

Drain London and flood risk 
Kevin Reid 
Kevin.reid@london.gov.uk  
 
 
SuDS and green roofs  
Matt Thomas 
matthew.thomas@london.gov.uk  
 

https://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/environment/mayors-low-carbon-entrepreneur
https://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/environment/mayors-low-carbon-entrepreneur
mailto:Katherine.eames@london.gov.uk
http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/environment/tackling-climate-change/drain-london
http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/environment/tackling-climate-change/drain-london
http://sudsforschools.wwt.org.uk/
http://www.susdrain.org/files/resources/ciria_guidance/wsud_ideas_book.pdf
http://www.susdrain.org/files/resources/ciria_guidance/wsud_ideas_book.pdf
http://thelandscape.org/landscape-roofs/
mailto:Kevin.reid@london.gov.uk
mailto:matthew.thomas@london.gov.uk


                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                              
                                                                                            
 

Sustainability 
theme 

Examples/measures Benefits  Support available/case studies/examples Contact 

Water efficiency 
LP policy ref. 
5.14 and 5.15  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Water management interventions 
including improved metering, repairs 
and water efficiency installations.  
 
 
 
 

Water and cost 
savings  
 
Skills development as 
above 
 

Thames Water programmes: 
http://www.thameswater.co.uk/about-
us/11462.htm 
 
 

Water efficiency – Alex Nickson 
alex.nickson@london.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

Waste reduction, 
reuse and 
recycling  
LP policy ref. 
5.16-5.22  

Innovative/zero waste building 
design. Waste minimisation and 
recycling plan for construction phase  
 
Procuring and donating used 
furniture and fittings; using 
reusable/recycled building materials. 
Supporting local reuse schemes 
 
Introduce waste reduction measures 
(e.g. reducing food waste from 
catering activities) and recycling 
collection services  
 
 

Resource efficiency, 
innovation, designing 
waste out of products  
 
Reduced waste bill, 
increased reuse, 
recycling and 
awareness.  
 
Affordable equipment 
procurement 
 
Supporting learning 
and training 
 

Innovative design:  http://inhabitat.com/trash-
to-treasure-6-awesome-buildings-made-of-
recycled-materials/  
 
Procuring and donating used products: 
www.globechain.com 
https://www.warp-it.co.uk/ 
www.londonreuse.org   
 
Love Food Hate Waste 
http://www.lovefoodhatewaste.com/  
 
FoodSave http://www.foodsave.org/  
 
Green Impact for Colleges http://www.green-
impact.org.uk/   
 

Waste and recycling - Doug Simpson 
Doug.simpson@london.gov.uk 
 
Food waste reduction - Adam 
Batchelor 
Adam.batchelor@london.gov.uk  
 
 
 
 

Greener , 
cleaner 
neighbourhoods 
LP policy ref. 
5.10 and 7.15  
 

Increasing tree  canopy cover  
 
 
 
 
Greening of the public realm 
through pocket parks and green 
links. 
 
 
 

Shade, aesthetics and 
localised air quality 
and soundscape 
improvements 
 
Improving public 
realm with green 
infrastructure to 
ameliorate the 
impacts of climate 
change, improve air 

Trees in the Hard Landscape  
http://www.tdag.org.uk/uploads/4/2/8/0/42
80686/tdag_trees-in-hard-
landscapes_september_2014_colour.pdf  
 
Pocket Parks 
http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/environm
ent/greening-london/improving-londons-
parks-green-spaces/pocket-parks  
 
 

Greening - Peter Massini 
Peter.massini@london.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thameswater.co.uk/about-us/11462.htm
http://www.thameswater.co.uk/about-us/11462.htm
mailto:alex.nickson@london.gov.uk
http://inhabitat.com/trash-to-treasure-6-awesome-buildings-made-of-recycled-materials/
http://inhabitat.com/trash-to-treasure-6-awesome-buildings-made-of-recycled-materials/
http://inhabitat.com/trash-to-treasure-6-awesome-buildings-made-of-recycled-materials/
http://www.globechain.com/
https://www.warp-it.co.uk/
http://www.londonreuse.org/
http://www.lovefoodhatewaste.com/
http://www.foodsave.org/
http://www.green-impact.org.uk/
http://www.green-impact.org.uk/
mailto:Doug.simpson@london.gov.uk
mailto:Adam.batchelor@london.gov.uk
http://www.tdag.org.uk/uploads/4/2/8/0/4280686/tdag_trees-in-hard-landscapes_september_2014_colour.pdf
http://www.tdag.org.uk/uploads/4/2/8/0/4280686/tdag_trees-in-hard-landscapes_september_2014_colour.pdf
http://www.tdag.org.uk/uploads/4/2/8/0/4280686/tdag_trees-in-hard-landscapes_september_2014_colour.pdf
http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/environment/greening-london/improving-londons-parks-green-spaces/pocket-parks
http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/environment/greening-london/improving-londons-parks-green-spaces/pocket-parks
http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/environment/greening-london/improving-londons-parks-green-spaces/pocket-parks
mailto:Peter.massini@london.gov.uk


                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                              
                                                                                            
 

Sustainability 
theme 

Examples/measures Benefits  Support available/case studies/examples Contact 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Taking positive action to reduce 
litter, graffiti and anti-social 
behaviour 

quality and 
encourage public 
participation in 
management of 
amenity spaces 
 
Safer, cleaner streets 
and public spaces, 
improved public realm 
benefits, improved 
visitor experience 

 
Green infrastructure 
http://www.landscapeinstitute.co.uk/PDF/Con
tribute/2013GreenInfrastructureLIPositionState
ment.pdf  
 
Capital Clean-up 
http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/environm
ent/waste-litter/capital-clean-up 
 
Groundwork – Creating Better Places 
http://www.groundwork.org.uk/Sites/london/
pages/Category/creating-better-places-lon  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Greener and cleaner - Katrina Ramsey 
Katrina.ramsey@london.gov.uk  
 

Air quality 
LP policy ref. 
7.14 

Consider air pollution during the 
construction phase, by, for example, 
requesting that contractors use low 
emission vehicles and Plant, and 
ensuring they have dust reduction 
strategies in place for any activity 
that may cause high levels of dust. 
 
Reduced exposure to air pollution 
measures could include: 

 Screens between the source 
of pollution (i.e. busy roads) 
and people (i.e. playgrounds 
or pavements). Screens 
could be: green walls, trees, 
planting or hedgerows.  
 

 Positioning – anything that 
increases the distance 
between the source of 
pollution (the road) and 
people, will help to reduce 
exposure as pollution 

Improved public 
health and reduced 
health related costs 
 
Increased awareness 
of air pollution. 
 
Enhanced quality of 
life. 
 
The visual impact as 
well as the reduction 
in pollution levels  
may encourage more 
walking and cycling 
(by making that 
option more 
attractive) 

Mitigating air pollution: 
http://www.llecp.org.uk/  
 

 
http://www.tfl.gov.uk/cdn/static/cms/docum
ents/role-gi-pmpollution.pdf  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Air Quality  – Poppy Lyle 
Poppy.lyle@london.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
Schools/colleges – Annette Figueiredo 
Annette.figueiredo@london.gov.uk  

http://www.landscapeinstitute.co.uk/PDF/Contribute/2013GreenInfrastructureLIPositionStatement.pdf
http://www.landscapeinstitute.co.uk/PDF/Contribute/2013GreenInfrastructureLIPositionStatement.pdf
http://www.landscapeinstitute.co.uk/PDF/Contribute/2013GreenInfrastructureLIPositionStatement.pdf
http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/environment/waste-litter/capital-clean-up
http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/environment/waste-litter/capital-clean-up
http://www.groundwork.org.uk/Sites/london/pages/Category/creating-better-places-lon
http://www.groundwork.org.uk/Sites/london/pages/Category/creating-better-places-lon
mailto:Katrina.ramsey@london.gov.uk
http://www.llecp.org.uk/
http://www.tfl.gov.uk/cdn/static/cms/documents/role-gi-pmpollution.pdf
http://www.tfl.gov.uk/cdn/static/cms/documents/role-gi-pmpollution.pdf
mailto:Poppy.lyle@london.gov.uk
mailto:Annette.figueiredo@london.gov.uk


                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                              
                                                                                            
 

Sustainability 
theme 

Examples/measures Benefits  Support available/case studies/examples Contact 

dissipates rapidly – so a 
small distance can make a 
big difference. 

 

 Making sure that any 
seating or other amenity 
areas are positioned as far 
as possible from the source 
of pollution (avoid placing 
benches on the edge of 
busy junctions, for 
example). 

 

 Providing cycling 
infrastructure (such as cycle 
parking or secure cycle 
parking). 

 

 Raising awareness – such as 
by providing signage next to 
green infrastructure. 

 

 Reducing parking or limiting 
parking to only lower 
emission vehicles. 
 

 Signage to discourage 
vehicle idling. 

 


